MISCELLANEOUS NOTES ON THE CULTURE OF THI
T Ah‘\l‘\*\lA\.\ ADORTGINAL

By the lale A L Meston'

DriNkiNa Dowr,

A howl formed from a skntl cap was fonnd on June 20, 1929,
on a midden elose 1o a spring ol 2weet water at Port Sorvell, north
coast of Tasmania. s size and shape, together with the situation
where 1t was found, sngeest that it was H\HI as a drinking bhowl.

The howl congists of pats of the frontal and parietal hones
of a lhmmman skull (Plates A-C and fig, 1), Tt is not symmetrieal,
more of the right side of the skull-cap heing present than the left,
so that the m'llial suttre is about 1.0 e nearer to the left margin
of the specimen. The lip of the howl passes hehind the frontal
eminenees anteriorly and throngh the Lanhda posteriorly s on the
(anadtomical) lefd side i passes just above the parietal eminence,
heing closer 1o the =agittal sutire, and on the right side helow
the emiinence, heing farther from the sagittal sutnre,

Mhe sagittal and coronal sntires are well marked externally
and faintly internally, clinacteristic ol the hone condition ol a
voung adult. The amonnt ot hene remaining in the howl i 100
wall for definite racial elassification of the skult, hut there is
little doubi that i1 s non-1Suropean and the features present are
moreover in conformity with those ol an aboriginal Tasimanian
sknll—external keeling ln\\'.ll'l~‘ the sagittal sutnre, post-coronal
hollowing (more marked on the right side), relative absenee of
antero- pux’ronm crievatinee in the frontal region, and inerceased
width in the region ol the pavietal eminenees,

The greatest length of the howlis 150 nin. s the greatest width
i< 130 mmne., in the region of the pavietal eminenecs, The nataral
shape of h(' hones also means that the bowl s @ little deeper

1. This paper has been prepared Trom manusceript notes by Archibald Lawrence
Meston, who died in Hobart on December 21, 1951, Me was an authority on the
Tasmanian aboriginal. Meston’s extensive collection of Tasmanian stone implements
and other materials was recently acquired by the National Museum of Victoria,
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posteriorly than anteriorly. The rinis ivregular. The outer tabl»
of compact bone is lacking around part of the rinm, prineipally on
the frontal (Plate (' and fig. 1), and the elear ent hae along which
this ocenrs sugeests that removal of bone here may have been pavt
of the process of shaping the howl, to provide a thinuer edge tor
the lips in drinking at the shallow anterior end.  On the other hand
the possibility that weathering might account tor the erosion of
hore cannot he exeluded.

The Tasmanians, not having learnt to make pottery, found
great difficulty in carrving water to their encampments,  Shells
were used bit <hells of a size suftfictent to carry any quantity are
rare i Tasmania,  Labillardiere tells ns that the women and girls
hronght water to the men who sat near their fires, using tor the
purpose vessels of sea-weed. Others deseribe similar vessels, Allan
Cnnningham, who visited Macquarie Harbor with Captain King
in 1819, tells ns that the natives he met, greatly prized hottles
because they were so nsefnl for holding water, calling sueh a
vessel mola, The bowl here deseribed ix another most interesting
mola,

A few examples are known of the use of sknlls as water-vessels
by other peoples, both contemporary and historie.  There are
several records of such nze by the natives of south-castern
Anstralia. The skulls were either left more or less complete and
provided with a carrying handle, or were reduced to a deep skull
cap formed by the parictal bones and the greater part of the
frontal and oceipital hones: the sutures were made watertight with
g (eide Davidson, 1937).  Three examples of these skull-
vessels are in the Anstralian Museum.  In Kurope the use of sknll-
caps for drimking vessels is known tor Magdalenian tunes.  The
vessel hiere deseribed is unique so far ax Tasmania is concerned :
1t resembles the roughly <haped Magdalenian bowls rather than
the carefnlly prepaved mainland Nustralian aboriginal vessels.

Boxe ITyrneyeNts

Up to the present the only Tasmanian aboviginal hone imple-
ments recorded have heen the fonr specimens described  hy
Crowther (1925, 1926).  Noctling (1912) had earlier deali with
the guestion of the use of hone hy the Tasmauians in the mauu-
racture of implements but he considered there were no authentie
instances of its nse,
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A muel larger colleetion of bhone implements ix now available
for study, colleeted by me on field trips over the last twenty vears.
From the same localities have also heen collected many pic vex of
hroken bone, Large points and * spatnlas " chiefly (Plate 1) 2 these
fragments may have been used casnally just altor the whole hone
was hroken but do not show any working or other evidence of
special shaping, or any wear.

" o . . . .

'he implements now recorded are ol two distinet types; points
and spatulas, and all are formed from partz of the Tong hones of
mammals and, in one case, a bird.

Poinls or Awls.
These implements fall fairly elearly info two groups
(«) broad points and () needle points,
() Broad points (Plate 19).

The three examples of bhroadhy pointed tools do not resemble
cach other elogelv, One (110 mm.) ix lavger than the others and
has been made from a fragment of a long bhone (2 tibia of wallaby ).
with one end ground 1o a hroad point (a).  The two =<nmaller
specimens arve hoth abont G4 mim. tong hut otherwize have httle
resemblance (band ). Specimen 4 is the upper parvt of the radins
ol a mamnual (2 wallaby). the shatt heing ground obliquely to
a4 hroad point. Speeimen e, on the other hand, s Mragiment of
a long hone of a bird, ¢hipped and then gronnd 1o a Drroad poii
2t one end and with the other end ehipped to a ronghly rounded
<hiape. Both ends ol this Tatter implement show imtceh wear hy
nse. e large eross seetion and thin wall of the Fragment ave
suggestive of hone struetire in the heronz, ol which group the
“ Bhie Crane " (Nolophoge aovachollaidiac) ix fairly conmon 1
Tasmania. ‘

Specimens ¢ and ¢ were founed in the Rocky Cape midden and
h oat Tiger Creek.

(b) Needle points (Plate ).

This series of points differs from the preceding gronp i than
the point is long and ronnded rather than short and bhroad. The
inplements have the form of awls or <kewers and in two cases
(¢ and ) are particularly sharp.

All the implements have heenmade from the upper e of
the fibnla of a kangaroo or wallaby, exeept i one case (a) where
an ulng has been used (the point being around obliquely dawn
the shalt), The working end of the tool ix formed from the <haft

S412 5t-—18
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and the grip from the end of the shatt and swollen terminal mass
of hone (the epiphysis is not present, apparvently having dropped
off ). The point has heen formed by grinding, a long sharp needle-
like implement heing proditeed.,

The lengths of the four longer implements range from
159 mnz to 190 nune, and of the three <horter ones tfrom 91 mim.
to 117 nun. (tips broken). Fibulac of the three Tasmanian
Macropodidae have apparently been nsed in making these points,
those of Nacropus tasmanicnsis in the largest, those of Thylogale
billardier? i the smallest and the intermediate sizes made from
tibnlac of Wallubia rufogrisea frutica,

The specimens were fonmd at Arthue River, sonth side (e, ¢,
and /o) Bottle Creek (b and o) ; Rocky Cape midden (o) ; and
Tiger Creck (). [No locality recorded for ¢.]

Npatulus (Plate (1),

This type of implement consists of a long thin piece of hone
one end of which forms a spatulate blade and the vest a grip. 1In
making the spatula a tibnla of kangaroo or wallahy has been nsed
- all instances, The fibukae of these animals consist of a shaft
and apper and lower expanded ends. The shatt in its lower two-
thirds is flattened and erescentie in seetion, the concave surface
heing directed medially towards the tibia: but in its upper third
it is thicker and more vrounded. The middle of the shaft is the
thinmest part of the hone and is amiformly concavo-convex in
<cetion: Hois from this part that the blade is made.  Either the
npper or lower part of the hone has been used in making the
nnplement so that in one caze the grip is more or less ronnded
and in the other erescentie hn scetion,

The horizontal edge of the blade is rounded off where it meets
the <idex; and inall hnt two casex it is also trimmed at an angle,
on the concave face, =0 that the tool has the shape of a gonge.
Several of the blades are worn with use,

One implement (¢) has heen made by forming the blade {rom
the head of the fibnla, breaking it away obliquely.

The toolx range from 112 min. to 162 nn. long. T nearly
all cazes the fibulae uzed are appavently those of Wallubia
rufogrisca frolica bt fibnlae of Macropos tasimaniensis woere nsed
For making a few of the tools,

The specimens weve fonnd at a midden 12 miles <outh of
( N 9 N ) olr v 1, 3 N N aru S Q= ‘
Cape Sovell () Roeky Cape midden (f, j,and 1) ; Tiger Creck

(e and o) and the other seven <pecimens at Alert Creok.
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All the bone implements deseribed above come from a
restricted area of Tasmania, the localities heing within the area
occupied by the western and north-western tribes. Rocky Cape
is on the northern coast about 12 miles cast of Civenlar Head and
the other localities are on the western coast of Tasmania—Alert
Creek, Tiger Creck, and Bottle Creek hetween Gardiner Point
and Sundown Point, just sonth of the Arthur River; Cape Sorell
is the sonthern point of Macquarie Harbor, Whether this locali-
zation 1is real or merely coincidence can only he shown by
systematic examination of Tasmanian middens,  The spatnlas
deseribed by Crowther (19253, 1926) were collected at Little
Swanport on the cast coast of Tasmama,

Pointed and spatulate bone implements are widespread in
Australia.

There are 110 eyvewitness acconnts of the nse of bone imple-
ments by the Tasmanians, so that we can ouly suggest, from
their form, that some of these implements were used as awls, and
others perhaps to remove olliscan food from the shell.

WooneN IMPLEMENTS

Two interesting wooden nmplements were obtained by Mr.
James, at the time Head Teacher at the State School, Marrawah,
north-western Tasmania.  Mr. James provided the following
particulars: ** The larger waddy was fonnd on the property of
Mr, Juling Green, about 3 miles north of the Marrawah Sehool,
by his son, Athol, who was removing stumps at the time. This
wonld be about April, 1946, They brought it to me the next day.
As soon as possible T went down to the area and examined it
carefully. I found the smaller waddy and munerons artefacts . .7

The larger implement (Plate 11) ix 257 mu. long and weighs
376 grms. It consists of a head and shatt. The head ix roughly
pear-shaped, the narrower part mergnig into the shatt.  In eross-
cection the head is irregnlarly cirenlar, with mean diameter about
79 mm.  The shaft is thicker at the end away from the head, this
part forming a grip. The diameter of the narrower part of the
<haft is about 32 nmu and that of the grip abont 36 .

The smaller implement (Plate 1) is 193 . tong and weighs

252 grms. It consists of a head and shaft. The head is hnlbons

and rather irregnlar in shape, its mean diameter heing about

79 nmn.  The shaft is <hort, attached cecentrically to the head,
8412/54.—19



196 THE CULTURE OF THE TASMANIAN ABORIGINAL

and 1= slender in comparison with it. - The diameter of the shatt
ix smalest, about 16 mm., near its junetion with the head. At the
end away from the head the shaft is expanded as a grip, about
29 mm. - diameter,

The smaller implement i< very well preserved, the marks of
shaping heing ¢nite ¢lear over most of the simface, especially on
the shatt. On the swface of the larger implement the marks of
shaping are clear in a tew areas, but most of the surface is more
or less pitted with decay. The implements have apparently been
shaped with a metal blade and not with a stone tool. The angles
hetween the ents are elean, the slices may he quite long, and
markings ave absent along the ent sirface sneh as shonld be left
by the irregnlar edge of a stone tool. These featinres are secen most
clearly in the long sweeping euts on the shaft of the smaller
miplement (Plate 1.).

The use of a metal shaping tool does not invalidate aboriginal
manufactnre of the material, which seems definite from the ciremm-
stances of finding, but it does navrow the period during which
the implements could have been made to about 35 vears, the period
of white contacts with the aborigines of north-western Tasmania.
Thix period began abont 1798 when the sealers first visited Bass
Strait, passed throngh the first occeupation of land, the Van
Dicmen’s Land Company arviving at Cireunlar Head in 1826, and
ended when George Aungustns Robinson removed the last of the

1)

fribes there in 1834,

Both implements appear to have heen shaped from the lower
end of the stem of a small tree or large bhush, the head from
the enlarged mass from which the roots avise (lignotuber) and
the shaft from part of the <tem above, 'T'he wood used for the
tavger implement is 2Melalewca squarrosa and for the smaller
nuplement 2Leplospernicn sp.

Both implenments bakanee well in the hand for nse as mallets,
the smaller partientarly <o, However, there is no indication of
their having heen <o used, the heads heing free from marks of
hanmmering, There is no crmshing of the surface wood, the shaping
cuts heing elear o the heads (where the oviginal surface has not
decayed), 1t is snggested, thevefore, that the implements might
have been nsed ax throwing clubs in hmnting birds and small
mammals.  Root elubs are oo widespread type of implement and
were used, for example, by the maintand Anstralian aboriginal
and by the 19 jian,
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Mibbexs

The systenmatic examination of Tasninian ahor ieinal middens
wight he expected to vield information on several aspects of the
life of those people, }wllld})\ even on the length of time they were
resident in Tasmania,  With this in view an introdnetory study,
which included some tum hing in Jannary, 1938, was made of
the middens at Rocky Cape, near Stanley, nortl-western Tas-
mania.

The midden examined was a mwonnd of material filling the
mouth of a fissure, or cave, i1 the ¢litf,  This fissure iz inelined
at an angle of 45-50 deg., and is narrower above.  The monnd
almost hl]s the mouth of the cave and slopes steeply dowmviards
mside it for about 30 feet; ontside, atoug the front of the ehif,
it extends for about the same distance. The depth of matertal,
as found by excavation, was just over 15 fecet.

The following observations were made
(«) The midden was essentiatly a mound of mollnscan
shelis, chiefly the warrencr, (Sovuwinella wndalata
Martvii).  Shells of  the mutton-fish - (probably
Notohaliotis ruber Leach) were mnell less connnon
and seldom foud i soe parts of the mound, \lxo
noted were shells of ovster (Ostrea virescens Angus),
duekhill  (Sewtus  antipodes  Montlort),  musscl
(Mytilus  planulatus  Lancock) linpet (Cellana
limbata Philippi). volute  (Seaplietla wndulata
Lamarek), whelk (Fasciolaria australasioc Perry),
and the cartaint shell (¢ Dicathais orbita Gmelin).

(b)) Other animal material was represented hy a muuher of
hones viz.—

(1) Gypsophoca tasiaiica Seott and Lovd (Tas-
manian Fur Scal): The main constitnent of the
vertehrate remains fonnd in the midden,  The hones,
from several individnals, included parts of <kull and
mandible, limbs, vibs, and vertebrae,

(2) Vombatus wrsinus tasmanicnsis Speneer and
Nershaw (Tasmanian Worhat) @ Part of a sknll.

(3) 2 Wallubia rufogrisca [rulica Ogilhy (Red-
necked  Wallaby).,  Portion of the sknll of a
kangaroo, apparently thix speciex,

(4) Pscudolabrus sp. (Parrot M=), .\ premaxilla
(right) was found at the 12-13 t1. level in tlw midden.
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(¢) The mound was black from grime and grease through-
out all the upper part; in some places, as against the
overhanging cliff wall, shells were charred from fires.
There was a distinet lower layer in which the shells
were free from ash and grime and merely yellowed
from age. In this lower layer also bones were more
plentitul.

(d) Worked Hakes were very unconnnon, the majority of
the implements heing crudely shaped picees of the
loeal quartzite without secondary chipping, and there
were a few well used hamier stones and many throw-
ing stones.  Somne bone implements were also found.

(¢) There were no stratification layers and no evidence of
changed cultnre, the same types of implements, hoth
of hone and stone, being tound throughont.

(f) The finding of remains of a tish in a Tasmanian midden
is of much interest, even though we must consider
chance oceurrence until other material has been
found.” The few observers who saw the natives in
their natural state and who comment on their diet, all
say definitely that fish (as opposed to crayfish and
shellfish) were not caten. It may, however, be of
portance that such observations were made on the
aborigines of the eastern parts and not on the
western and north-western tiibes.  Different food
taboos appear to have existed among the tribes.

The question that must be asked is whether such a
fish conld have been eaught by the natives, if not
found washed nup on the heach, There is no record
of the use of hook and line, or of nets by the Tas-
manians.  An estuarine fish trap of stones, it ever
made by the Tasmanians, would not eateh the parrot
fish, which lives off rocky coasts,

The habits of the parvot fishes suggest the pos-
<ibility that they could be canght by the women while
secking the crayfish and molluses which formed so
large a part of the diet. These fish are slow-swimming
and turk in the kelp in shallow water off voeky coasts,

2. Members of the AN.Z.A.AS. Anthropology Section Excursion in January,

1949, picked up fish bones on the Rocky Cape site. E. D. Gill has also (Wild Life,
Oct. 1952, p. 344) found numerocus bones of parrot fish in this midden.

N. J. B. PLOMLEY.
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where they feed. Under sueh conditions they could
probably be caught inu the hands, either hy the efforts
of oue or a group of women, and if not canght
directly in the hands they might he forced into the
baskets carried hy the women when fishing, or he
grasped in a mass of kelp in which they were hiding.

Such fish could also he speared from the rocks by
the men, or captured hy a native thrusting a spear
into or under water.
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During December, 1952 the writer, whilst in London, pur-
chased some aboriginal wooden mmplements, among which was a
nobby-ended waddy. This was marked ** Tasmania ', and was
said to have been part of the well-known Oldman collection. 1t
is llustrated in Fig. 2 and is now i the National Museum collee-
tion 1o, 52907.

Its dimensions and weight are as follows:—

Overall length . o 70 em (27-6 ins.).
Length of handle .. .. 62 em.  (24-4 ins.).
Diameter of kuob .. . 87 ent (3-43 ims.),
Dianieter of handle . 22 enn to 146 e

Weight .. . oo 0385 gm, (19 oz.).
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It appears to have heen fashioned trom a thin shoot of
Leptospericwne or similar type of wood, about 2+5 en-in diameter,
with an enlarged voot, The handle is somewhat erooked, and has
been ronghly reduced in thickness, apparently hy means of a stone
tool and shews a namber of long smooth facets, These conld he
the result of using (1 large <111])])( d flake tool grasped in the two
hands and planing off the hark and some of ‘(ho sapwood, with the
imner or flat surface of the tool bearing on the snrface of the
ohjeet

The proximal or handle end is roughened hy a series of ¢ross
cut=:in this case hy using the chipped edge of the tool. The knob
end has heen tinishod off possibly by using a picce of coarse grained
rock. giving one the impression that a steel rasp had heen
cmploved.

A tfurther umtn mation of the use of this type of ¢lnb by the
Tasnumans, was the finding of" a similar waddy, unearthed {rom
a Kitehen-middon at luwl(*]m\\ Neek in Tasmania and desceribed
with an illvstration in 1 allcabout, November, 1953, hy J. Al
IFleteher, He states * As far as has heen ase (*1t(1]11((1 there were
no aborigines on Tasman Peninsula when the scttlement took
place in 1830, Tt must have heen hefore that date that the midden
was fast ocenpicd by the hlacks.”

S, R, MircHELL,
Honoirary Assoeiate in Am‘huw :ology
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